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Inidia Bars Senior

T"BYBERNARDGWERTZMAN ]

.. Specialto The New York ’ﬂmes

WASVL\GLON Sept 1 <-'India has
*efu:ed toaccept a senior American dip-
lomat in New Deihi, touching off a dis-
pute with the Reagan Administration.. |

_The dispute, over the assignment of
Geor,;a G..B. Griffinas polmcal counse-
lor, the third-ranking post in the United
Suat&s "Embassy, has aggravated the

strzin in reiations between the two coun- |
tries, American officials said. The |

United States has retahated by barring
asenior Indian diplomat... "

It is unusual for a government to block
a foreign dipiomat from taking up an as-
signment. -Ambassadors ‘are subject to
scrutiny, :but Jower-ranking diplomats
generally take up their posts' without
prior -agreement. .As- & -result, - the _In-
dians’ refusal to accept Mr: anfm is
being described by State Depanment of-
ficialsas “‘unprecedenied.” -

The matter has attracted attention be-
cause of the conviction of senior Ameri-
can officials that Mr. Griffin, whose last
post-was as the second-ranking officer in
the-embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, has
been smg}ed out'ty Moscuw for attack,v
and that-India hasyielded to a “Saviet
disinformation.campaign.” 221270
=70nDec4,71980, The Patriot, an lndxa.n
Communist-- newspaper, -accused Mr.
Gritfin of spreading falsehoods :about

__the situation in Afghanistan. Tass, the

“Soviet press agency, picked up the re-’
port, and it was broadcast back to India
by the Moscow radio.

State Department ofﬂczals said Mr.
Gritfin had been traveling from his post
in Kabul to see his wife in New Delhi.
While there, he occasionally briefed re-
porterson the situationin Afghanistan.

Last May 4, Blitz, an Indian Commu-

nist weekly, attacked the Central Intelli-
gence Agency and called Mr. Griffina
leader of C.1.A. operatlons agamst the
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U.S. Diplomat, Stirring a Dispute

-Afghan -Government —The-report--was
| alsopicked up by Tass. The Soviet press

agency, erring -on Mr. .Griffin’s - first
name and his Jast assignment, said:
‘The not-unknown John -Griffin, a

‘major specialist of the C.1.A., who, from

Pakistani-; - territory, :- guided --secret
operations of the American spy depart-| .
-ment :against Afghanistan, - is - being

transierred from - Paklstan to- New.

-Delhi;-~ -~
“anfms duties, Wmch were con-
cealed -under -the roof of the-United
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States Embassy in Islamabad, included-

the supply of weapons to the bands of Af-

ghan mercenaries who had found refuge -

in Pakistan.

-~ *“Now his bosé% are sendmg him toa |-’

new sector of work, which will signify a

-broadening of. dxversxonary and spy. ac-

tivitiesof the C.I.A. in India.” .
Bhupesh Gupta, a Communist deputy,

| denounced Mr.. Griffin in the Indian

Parliament .and . asked the Foreign
-Ministry to stop him from’ giving press
briefings. Mr. Gupta charged that, on
an earlier. .assignment. to Calcutta ‘in
1948, Mr. Griffin worked against the in-
dependence of Bangladesh from Paki-
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U S. Protests to Soviet

The reprintmg of the allegat:ons by
the Soviet press prompted the United
States in early:May to protest to the

Soviet Foreign Ministry. The depart- |
ment took the unusual step of denying |

that Mr. Griffin worked for the C.1.A.

“The story is, of course, faise,” the
department said.,“George Griffin is a
career Foreign Service officer, who is
currently the acting deputy chief of mis-
sion in our embassy in Kabul. In view of
the obvious falsehood, we can only con-
clude that it was d&sxgned to oomphcate
Indian-Americanrelations.””

In addition, officials said, the United
Stat&s told lndia that Mr. Griffin, who _is
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» .| taken at & time when Griffin has.beena

46 years old;wasnota C.I.A. agent, but
a career officer with long experience in
countries of the Indian subcontinent.

Yet, a few:weeks: before.Mr. Griffin
.was due to leavefor his newpost, India-
-advised the United States onJuly 28 that |
he would notbeaccepted. ~es -

Indian sources in New Delhi said they !
did not dispute the facts about Mr. Grii-
fin, but thought:it.in the interest of. bet- \
terrelations that henot come., ;. .- t
- - The State Department told India that,
if he was not. accepted. a senior.Indian
diplomat would &lso be.barred...The In-
dxans did not change their position.

= TState Dept. Respon(h to lnqulry
y ‘Word of Mr.’ Griffin" s, case.. spread
_through the State Department in'recent
days. In answer to an inquiry, the de-
_partmentsaid today. Gt e i
5:4We believe the: Indlan decision on
‘George: -Griffin was unwarranted. -Grif-,
fin is an experienced, responsible For-
-eign Service Officer. He has had an-out-
standing - career -which has: mcluded.
many difficult assignments. . -He:has ;
.acted at all times in-accordance with in-;
:structions and the norms of proper dlp-_.
: Jomatic behavior.-That this action was

-target of a Soviet disinformation cam-
:paign makes it particularly regrettable.
*Heis being-reassigned to.a posmon of
appmpnateiy senior mponsnbxhty

Rélations between the United States
and India have been strained for a num-
ber of reasons. The Indians have re-
acted strongly to the Reagan Adminis-
tration’s decisions to help Pakistan
modermnize its armed forces through the
sale of F-16 jets. The Administration be-
lieves that Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi is too closely aligned to. Soviet
policies, citing,. in particular, Indie’s.
diplomatic recognition of the Vietnam- |
backed Cambodlan Govemment
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